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EDUCATION



Ph.D., Department of History, Johns Hopkins University, 1993.

M.A., Department of History, Johns Hopkins University, 1990. 

B.A., Columbia University, 1983.

TEACHING AND ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

Judy and Howard Berkowitz Professor in Education, University of Pennsylvania, July 2020-


present.
Professor of History of Education, Graduate School of Education, University of Pennsylvania, 

August 2016-present (Secondary appointment: Department of History)
Chair, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences in the Professions, Steinhardt School of 


Culture, Education, and Human Development, New York University September 2009-

September 2015.

Director, History of Education Program, Steinhardt School of Education, September 2000-

present.

Professor of Education and History, Steinhardt School of Education, September 2004-August 

2016; Associate, September 2002-September 2004; Assistant, September 1996-September 

2002.

Professor of History, Department of History, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, New York 


University, September 2004-August 2016; Associate, September 2002-September 2004.

Study-Abroad Professor, NYU-Ghana, January-June 2008 and Summers 2009 


and 2011-2016; NYU-Abu Dhabi, January 2013; NYU-Shanghai, January 2015.
Assistant Professor of History, West Chester University, August 1992-May 1996.

Social Studies Teacher, Southeast Middle School, Baltimore City Public Schools, 1987-1988.

Social Studies Teacher, South Burlington School District, South Burlington, Vermont, 1986-

1987.

English Teacher/ Teacher Trainer, U.S. Peace Corps, Nepal, 1983-1985.

BOOKS
Free Speech and Why You Should Give a Damn, co-authored with Signe Wilkinson (City of 

Light Press, April 2021)

The Amateur Hour: A History of College Teaching in America (Johns Hopkins University Press,


2020)
The Case for Contention: Teaching Controversial Issues in American Schools, co-authored with 

Emily Robertson (University of Chicago Press, 2017)
Campus Politics: What Everyone Needs to Know (Oxford University Press, 2016)

Too Hot to Handle: A Global History of Sex Education (Princeton University Press, 2015) 

Small Wonder: The Little Red Schoolhouse in History and Memory (Yale University Press, 

2009)
Innocents Abroad: American Teachers in the American Century (Harvard University Press, 


2006)
Whose America? Culture Wars in the Public Schools (Harvard University Press, 2002)

Distilling Democracy: Alcohol Education in America’s Public Schools, 1880-1925 (University 


Press of Kansas, 1999)

EDITORSHIPS

Editor, “Histories of American Education” series, Cornell University Press, 2018-present.
Co-editor, “History and Philosophy of Education” series, University of Chicago Press, 2010-


present.
Co-editor, “American Institutions and Society” series, Cornell University Press, 2008-2018.
HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Leadership Award, Heterodox Academy, 2019, for promoting viewpoint diversity in American 

       higher education.
Small Grant Award, Spencer Foundation, 2016, for The Amateur Hour.
Best Article Prize, Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era, 

      2012, for “Simplified Spelling and the Cult of Efficiency in the ‘Progressiv’ Era.”

Special Citation, Colonial Dames of America, 2010, for Small Wonder.

President, History of Education Society, 2009-2010.
Commonwealth Speaker, Pennsylvania Humanities Council, 2009-present.

Distinguished Teaching Award, New York University, Fall 2008.

Top Young Historian, History News Network, 24 September 2007.

Distinguished Lecturer, Organization of American Historians, 2004-present.

Honorable Mention, Best Article Award, History of Education Society, 2004, for 


“Ethnics Against Ethnicity: European Immigrants and Foreign Language Instruction, 


1890-1940,” Journal of American History 88 (March 2002), 1383-1404.

Outstanding Book Award, History of Education Society, 2003, for Whose America?: presented 


to the author of the best book in the history of education.

Teaching Excellence Award, Steinhardt School of Education, New York University, 2003: 


presented to the outstanding teacher in the school.

New Scholar’s Award, American Educational Research Association (Division F), 2001, for


 Distilling Democracy: presented to the author of the best first book in the history of 


education.

National Academy of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship, 1999-2000.

Daniel R. Griffiths Research Award, School of Education, New York University, 1999: 


Presented to the faculty member who produces the best research.

Henry Barnard Prize, History of Education Society, 1991: Presented to the best graduate student


essay in the history of education.

Jacob K. Javits Fellowship, U.S. Department of Education, 1988. 
SCHOLARLY ESSAYS AND ARTICLES
“What is College Worth?” New York Review of Books, 2 July 2020.
“Foreword,” in Seeds of Something Different: An Oral History of the University of California, 


Santa Cruz (UC Santa Cruz Library, 2020).
“It’s Not What Teachers Say; It’s Why,” in Democratic Discord in Schools: Cases and 


Commentaries in Educational Ethics, ed. Meira Levinson and Jacob Fay (Harvard Education 


Press, 2019), 246-249.
“The Uncivil War Over Schools,” New York Review of Books, 21 March 2109.
“‘Brown’: Without Deliberate Speed,” New York Review of Books, 22 November 2018.

“Education in the Age of Obama: The Paradox of Consensus,” in The Presidency of Barack 

Obama, ed. Julian Zelizer (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2018) 
“The Controversy over Controversial Issues,” Phi Delta Kappan 99:4 (December 2017), 8-15 

(with Emily Robertson)

 “Foreword: Why History? Why Philosophy? Why Both?” in Philosophy and History of 

Education: Diverse Perspectives on Their Value and Relationship (Rowman and Littlefield, 

2017). 
“Religion, Diversity, and the Failure of Education,” in Deep Commitments: The Past, Present, 

and Future of Religious Liberty (Cato, 2017).
“Scholars Behind Bars,” New York Review of Books, 23 February 2017.

“In Search of ‘College-Level Teaching,’” Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 14:3 

(July 2015), 429-432.

“He Transformed the Schools, But . . . “ New York Review of Books, 5 March 2015.

“The Context of Undergraduate Teaching and Learning,” Society 52:1 (February 2015), 42-46.

“Why is American Teaching So Bad?” New York Review of Books, 4 December 2014.

“Historians and Their Publics,” American Historian (November 2014), 10-11.

“A life in books,” Journal of School Choice 8:3 (2014), 528-529.

“Diversity: Integration’s Poor Step-Child,” Perspectives on History (American Historical 


Association), Summer 2013 online edition.

“Uncle Sam at the Blackboard: The Federal Government and American Education,”

in To Promote The General Welfare: The Case for Big Government, ed. Steven Conn 


(Oxford University Press, July 2012). 
“‘Money, Materials, and Manpower’: Ghanaian in-service Teacher Education and the Political 

Economy of Failure, 1961-1971,” History of Education Quarterly 51:1 (Spring 2011), 1-27. 

“What Are Schools For?” New York Review of Books, 14 October 2010.

 “Simplified Spelling and Efficiency in the ‘Progressiv’ Era,” Journal of the Gilded Age and 


Progressive Era 9:3 (July 2010), 365-394.
“Where the Customer is King: American Textbooks Since 1945,” in A History of the Book in


 America, volume 5 (University of North Carolina Press, 2009), 304-324.
“Foreword,” in John Lea, Political Correctness and Higher Education: British and American


Perspectives (Routledge, 2009), vii-viii.
“Sex, Drugs, and Right ‘N’ Wrong: Or, the Passion of Joycelyn Elders, M.D,” in Moral and 

Civic Learning in America, ed. Donald Warren (Palgrave Press, 2006), 191-205.
 “Interchange: History in the Professional Schools,” Journal of American History 92 ((September


 2005), 553-576
“Temperance,” in Encyclopedia of New England Culture (University of New Hampshire Press, 


2005).

“Brown-ing the American Textbook: History, Psychology, and the Origins of Modern


 Multiculturalism,” History of Education Quarterly 44 (Spring 2004), 45-69 (Special Edition


 on the 50th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education).

“‘One’s Total World View Comes Into Play’: America’s Culture War Over Alcohol Education, 


1945-1964,” History of Education Quarterly 42 (Winter 2002), 473-92.

 “Ethnics Against Ethnicity: European Immigrants and Foreign-Language Instruction, 1890-


1940,” Journal of American History 88 (March 2002), 1383-1404.

 “‘Each ‘Race’ Could Have its Heroes Sung’: Ethnicity and the ‘History Wars’ in the 1920s,” 


Journal of American History 87 (June 2000), 92-111.

“Storm Over the Schoolhouse: Exploring Popular Influences Upon the American Curriculum, 


1890-1941,” Teachers College Record 100 (Spring 1999), 602-26.

“Crossing Oceans, Crossing Colors: Black Peace Corps Volunteers and Interracial Love in


 Africa, 1961-1971,” in Sex, Love, Race ed. Martha Hodes (New York University Press, 


1999), 514-29.

“Hunt, Mary Hannah Hanchett,” in American National Biography, vol. 11 (Oxford University


 Press, 1999), 498-99.

“The Flight From Cool: American Men and Romantic Love in the 1950s,” History of the Family


 2 (Spring 1997), 31-47.
"Beyond Double Consciousness: Black Peace Corps Volunteers in Africa, 1961-1971," Journal 


of American History 82 (December 1995), 999-1028.

"The Dilemma of Miss Jolly: Scientific Temperance and Teacher Professionalism, 1882-1904," 


History of Education Quarterly 34 (Winter 1994), 413-31.

"'When the Doctors Disagree': Scientific Temperance and Scientific Authority, 1891-1906," 


Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences 48 (April 1993), 171-97.

"Dethroning King Alcohol: Baltimore's Washington Temperance Society, 1840-1845," 


Maryland Historical Magazine 87 (Winter 1992), 375-98.

"'The Queen of the Lobby': Mary Hunt, Scientific Temperance, and the Dilemma of Democratic


 Education in America, 1879-1906," History of Education Quarterly 32 (Spring 1992), 1-30.
DOCTORAL ADVISEES
Sarah Bennison, “Education for ‘civilization’: Denominational consensus and missionary 

education on the Rosebud Reservation, 1870-1920” (NYU, 2006)

Michelle Boule, “Hot rods, shy guys, and sex kittens: Social guidance films and the American

 high school, 1947-1957” (NYU, 2004)

Zoe Burkholder, “With science as his shield: Teaching race and culture in American public 

schools, 1900-1954” (NYU, 2008)

Diana D’Amico, “Claiming profession: The dynamic struggle for teacher professionalization in 

the twentieth century” (NYU, 2010)

Erich Dietrich, “Tuskegees of the North: African American orphanages in New York, 1800-

1940” (NYU, 2007)

Cody Ewert, “Making schools American: Patriotism and the politics of public education in the 


Progressive Era” (NYU, 2017)

Patricia Haggler, “’Remember’ the Sabbath: African-American Sunday schools, education, 

activism and community building in the South, 1890-1954” (NYU, 2009)

Noah Kippley-Ogman, “The old college try: Professional fundraising in American higher 

education, 1913-1974” (NYU, 2018)

Karleigh Koster, “Pioneers of the global university: Participant experience and study abroad in 


Midwestern public higher education from the Cold War to the present” (NYU, 2013)

Arielle Levites, “The teaching and learning of Jewish spirituality among American Jewish 

adults” (NYU, 2017)

Heather Lewis, “Protest, place and pedagogy: New York City’s community control movement 

and its aftermath, 1966-1996” (NYU, 2006)

Naomi Moland, “Intractable dilemmas: Sesame Square and the quest for multiculturalism in 

Nigeria” (NYU, 2014)
Jonna Perrillo, “Reforming teachers: The politics of professionalism in the New York City high 


schools, 1919-1969 (NYU, 2005)

John Press, “Frances Kellor, Americanization, and the quest of participatory democracy” (NYU,

 2010)

Afrah Richmond, “Unmasking the Boston Brahmin: Race and liberalism in the long struggle for 


reform at Harvard and Radcliffe, 1945-1990” (NYU, 2011)

G. Carl Rutberg, “Through oceans of raw experiment: Holger Cahill and the road to American 

art, 1887-1960” (NYU, 2011)

Jeffrey Snyder, “Race, nation, and education: Black history during Jim Crow” (NYU, 2011
JOURNALISTIC ESSAYS AND ARTICLES
Over 400 oped pieces published in the New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, New Republic, Atlantic, Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle, Boston Globe, Philadelphia Inquirer, Christian Science Monitor, Salon, Politico, Chronicle of Higher Education, Inside Higher Education, and other popular newspapers and magazines

