Bonnie Harwayne
Professional Teaching Philosophy

Teaching, by definition, requires continuous growth in order to engage and challenge increasingly diverse students and to be current in a rapidly changing world.  As a professional who has taught every level of education from pre-school through graduate school, my teaching philosophy is holistic and eclectic in that I possess a developmental perspective of the craft.  I recognize that teaching and learning are complex processes that are mutually dependent and are affected by many factors both inside and outside of the classroom.  My knowledge of students, subject matter, curriculum, instructional methods, strategies, and styles are linked to how I plan instruction and create opportunities for learning.  They allow me to make informed, thoughtful decisions about ways to support student learning.  Educators are never finished as professional learners and so I utilize my expertise, capabilities, and experience to be reflective and actively seek to strengthen my skills, knowledge, and perspectives.  In doing so, I hold myself to a standard of excellence in teaching and learning.  
My “style” of teaching lies, in its core, in engaging students in learning, connecting their prior knowledge, life experience, cultural understanding, and interests with academic goals.  I begin a lesson with a motivational activity to capture the students’ interest.  I build on their comments and questions to extend learning.  Through real-life situations and role play, I frequently engage my students in interactive learning.  These real life examples are balanced with counseling theories.   I have adapted my lessons to include current counseling issues that arise as a result of social media (i.e. cyber-bullying, sexting).  I am flexible in my teaching so as to accommodate changes in the lesson based on students’ interests and questions.  In order to address the diverse ways students learn, I choose strategies that make the complexity and depth of subject matter understandable to all students, including English Language Learners and students with special needs.  I vary my instructional approaches to increase students’ active participation in learning.
I believe that the classroom environment can be used to provide opportunities for independent and collaborative learning.   While learning subject matter, my students are simultaneously learning decision-making, time management and use of materials.  My students are encouraged to think critically, analyze, and draw valid conclusions about curriculum content.

My lessons are all taught in accordance with the American School Counselor Association standards. Students in my School Counseling classes walk away from the learning experience prepared for all types of counseling in any setting - urban, suburban, or rural, nationally or internationally.  They can succeed as well in a low performing school as they would in an expensive private school.   
At the heart of my teaching philosophy is the desire to effect positive change and growth in my students.  I believe that true learning takes place when students are so involved that they are unaware that they are absorbing knowledge.  It is a dynamic process in which practical and conceptual elements are woven together as a seamless fabric.
