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Elise S. Sobol, Ed. D.

Instructional Leadership in Music and Special Education, Research and Curriculum Development

C.V.

Contact Information
21 Saxon Street, Melville, New York, 11747-1303 

Phone/Fax: (212) 998-5778 Office (631) 425-1276  Mobile: (516) 662-1250 

Email: es86@nyu.edu

Employment Record       

· Visiting Associate Professor, Music Education             Date: Fall 2017 Program Director Music Education Appointment Fall 2018 -Current Responsibilities as Program Director include: program administration and accreditation; community program oversight and instruction; faculty meeting agenda and leadership; auditions; recruitment; thesis reader/advisor; field supervision and administration for field placements; liaising with Teacher Education Council (TEC) and Teaching and Learning Field Office; oversee freshmen and sophomore advising; advisement junior/senior/transfer/ and graduate programs; oversee advanced certification and doctoral advising; A Class Act Advising, SMENYU Advising, oversee instrumental programs for music education. Additionally, am instructor of record for Music for Exceptional Children, Student Teaching Cohort, and Collegium/Program Meetings.           NYU Steinhardt Department of Music and Performing Arts Professions               35 West 4th Street, Suite 1116, New York, NY 10012                                         Dr. Dave Schroeder Chair, Department of Music and Performing Arts Professions (212) 998-5446
· Adjunct Professor in Music in Special Education    Dates: Fall 2000-2017              NYU Steinhardt Department of Music and the Performing Arts Professions         35 West Fourth Street, Suite 777, New York, New York 10012                               Dr. Alex Ruthmann, Director, Music Education  (212) 998-5424  
· Adjunct Professor in Music Education   Dates:  Summer 1999-Fall 2018              LIU Post College of Arts, Communications and Design                                           720 Northern Boulevard, Brookville, New York 11546-1300                                  Dr. Jennifer Miceli, Director of Music Education, (516) 299-2474

· Program Coordinator, Continuing Education in Arts(C.E.A.) Dates:2015-2017       LIU Post School of Professional and Continuing Education                                               720 Northern Boulevard, Brookville, New York, 11546-1300.                                              Dr. Abigail van Vlerah, Dean of Students and Acting Director of                                                  LIU Post School of Professional and Continuing Education (516) 299-2236.
· Adjunct Assistant Professor in Music Education       Dates:  2014 –2017   Brooklyn College Conservatory of Music City University of New York                   2900 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11210                                                     Dr. Stephanie Jenson-Moulton, Chair (718) 951-5286 

· High School Music Teacher, Retired                                       Dates: 1988-2016   Rosemary Kennedy School                                                                                         Nassau BOCES Department of Special Education                                                      2850 North Jerusalem Road, Wantagh, NY 11793                                                                                                     Mr. John Picarello, Principal, (516) 396-2600



Certification

· NYU Protection of Minors Training, 2019
· OEO 150: NYU Sexual Harassment Prevention Training, 2019
· Workshop Violence Prevention Certificate, City University of New York, 2016

· Responding to the Needs of Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders, 
State Education Department, CARD Albany, 2014
· New York State Public School Teacher Permanent Certificate in Music Performance and Education 09/01/90 Control Number 323772901

· New York State School Music Piano Adjudicator since 1990

· Instructor Certificate, Adventures in Movement for the Handicapped™ 2006

· Orff Schulwerk, Hofstra University, 1988, Level 1

·  International Piano Foundation Pedagogy Institute Certification, Teacher’s College, Columbia University, pre K-Adult, July 1985

Education

· Doctorate of Education, January 2014, St. John’s University, Queens, NY  Instructional Leadership and Curriculum Development
· Post-Graduate  60 Credits in Diverse Special Education Topics 1988-2010
· Master of Arts, May 1987,Teachers College, Columbia University, New York 
      Music and Music Education with NYS Music Certification, K-12
· Bachelor of Arts, January 1985, New School for Social Research, New York, NY
Music and Arts in Education

· Piano Performance, Mannes College of Music, New York, NY 1971-73
· Theory Studies, Juilliard School, New York, NY 1973-74
·  Associate in Arts, June 1971, Simon’s Rock of Bard College, Great Barrington, Mass 1968-71, Liberal Arts Studies
Research Interests:

The study of neuromusicology with focus on cognitive education through the cultural arts to develop materials and methods for teaching and learning for students with exceptionalities.  

Publications as Author
Sobol, E.S. (2017). An Attitude and Approach for Teaching Music to Special 
Learners, Third Edition. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Education in 
Partnership with the National Association for Music Education.

(2008) Second Edition, Rowman & Littlefield, Education


(2011) Hebrew translation, Ach Publishing

(2013) Korean translation, Sigma Press
Sobol, E.S. (January, 2015). Academic Improvement for Students with Significant 
Disabilities. S The School Music News. Westbury, NY: New York State 
School 
Music Association. Volume 78 (5),  15-17.
Sobol, E. S. (2014).Autism Research: Music aptitude’s effect on developmental/academic

 gains for students with significant cognitive/language delays. Order No. 
3581407. (St. John’s University, New York, School of Education and Human 
Services) . ProQuest Dissertations and Theses, 127. 

Sobol, E.S. (2008) An Attitude and Approach for Teaching Music to Special Learners,

Second Edition. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Education in Partnership with The National Association for Music Education.

(2011) Hebrew translation, Ach Publishing

(2013) Korean translation, Sigma Press

Sobol, E.S. (2004). Loud, Louder, Loudest-Teaching the Dynamics of Life. Spotlight on 
Making Music with Special Learners.  






Reston, Va: MENC The National Association for Music Education, 68-71.

Sobol, E.S. (2001) An Attitude and Approach for Teaching Music to Special Learners


Raleigh, N.C.: Pentland Press, USA.

Publications as contributing author:
R. Colwell and P. Webster, eds. (2011). Music Learning in Special Education: Focus on 

Autism and Developmental Disabilities MENC Handbook on Research on Music 
Learning, Vol. 2: Applications: New York: Oxford University Press, 6:233-255.

MENC (June 2010) Brown, L., ed. Instructional Strategies for Students with ADD or 
ADHD. General Music Today, www.menc.org.

MENC (August 2009). Moore, P. ed. Confronting ADHD in the Music Classroom. 
Teaching Music Magazine, www.menc.org.

New York City Board of Education (2008) New York City Blueprint for Teaching and 
Learning in Music, preK-12, 2nd edition, New York: New York City Board of 
Education.

MENC (2006). Jennifer Scott Miceli, Elise Sobol, Maureen T. Makowski, and Izzet 
Mergen. A Four-Way Perspective on the Development and Importance of Music 
Learning Theory-Based Pre-K-16 Music Education Partnerships Involving 
Music for Special Learners Journal of Music Teacher Education 2006 16:65-78.

The State Education Department (2001) Tools for Schools, Improving
           Student Achievement Through the Arts. Albany, New York: The University of   


the State of New York

NYSSMA and State Education Department (2002).  Music: A Resource Guide

 for Standards Based Instruction. Albany, New York: The University of the State 

 of New York.

Journal articles in the New York State School Music News and Journal of Music Teacher 
Education.

Unpublished or in- press by author.

International Society of Music Education (ISME)  (2018, in press)



Music-Assisted P-12 Life Learning Across Teacher Preparation Programs. Music 
in Schools and Teacher Education Commission (MISTEC) 22nd International 
Pre-Conference Seminar 8-12 July, 2018), NYU Prague, Czech Republic
Sobol, E.S. (2011, Spring). Use of Music to Increase Cognitive Development in Math and 
Reading for Students with Severe Learning Disabilities (Unpublished doctoral 
manuscript.) St. John’s University, Queens, New York.

Sobol, E. S. (2012, Spring).  Ethnography – Standards-Based Music Instruction to 
Enhance Literacy with Students with Severe Developmental Disabilities. 
(Unpublished doctoral manuscript). St. John’s University, Queens, New York. 

Sobol, E. S. (2012, Summer). Quantitative Mini-Study – Autism Music Research: Guitar 
Instruction to 
Enhance Numeracy Skills for Students with Developmental 
Disabilities. (Unpublished doctoral manuscript). St. John’s University, Queens, 
New York. 

Each study related to how standards-based music learning in special education could assist students with moderate-severe developmental, cognitive, and language delays significantly improving their academic and functional skills for greater self-efficacy and functional independence. Each study pointed towards the need for a more formalized study for the professional learning community 
Publications Editorial and Review Boards

Peer Reviewer, Psychology of Music, Sage Publications

External Reviewer, Research Grants Council, Hong Kong

Editorial Board, Personalized Medicine Universe®, International Society of Personalized 
Medicine, Elsevier Publications, Tokyo, Japan

Advisory Boards

Berklee Institute for Arts Education and Special Needs
Music Educators Association of New York City

Appointed Leadership Service Positions

Regents Blue Ribbon Commission on the Arts, Portfolio Committee Co-Chair

Leadership Network in Arts Education and Special Needs, July 2019 formation

NYSSMA, State Chair, Music for Special Learners

Film Credits

NAfME (2012). The 2012 Concert for Music in Our Schools Month. RosemaryKennedy 
School Glee Club, under direction of Elise S. Sobol “Star-Spangled Banner”. 
www.nafme.org
NYSSMA  (2010)  Music Views Across the State. Standards-Based Teaching and 

Learning Across the State- Elise S. Sobol Directionality in Sound, Shape and 
Space. 
www.nyssma.org.

C & M Communication & Business Management Consultant,. (2006). Reaching Higher 
at Emma School, Oranjestad, Aruba  sponsored by  U.N.O.C.A.  and Muchila 
Fundacion Creativo.

Maduro, Demetrio, Mackaay, Lila, Arends, Glenda. (2006, July 1). Programa Nos 
Amigonan Special y Unico. Mihor cu nunca y exclusivamente na Kooyman,

 Aruba. 

Recordings

Mozart, W. A. (2003). Piano Concerto No. 17 in G Major, K. 453. Melbourne Chamber 
Orchestra, under direction of Frank U. Pam, Artistic Director, Elise Sobol, piano 
soloist. Melbourne, Australia: 3 MBS-FM Melbourne.

Sobol, E. S. ( 2004). From Elise Melville to Melbourne. Works by Arlen, Bach, 
Chaminade, Grieg, Mozart, Ravel and Skolnick. Hempstead, NY: Garrick 
Studios.

New York Classics (2005, July 5). Music of Walter Skolnik & Vladimir Groudine. New 
York City: Donnel Library Concert Hall. Elise Sobol, Pianist with other 
contributing artists including Petina Cole, Rafael Wenke, Peter Tarsio, Yris Gute, 
Jeffrey Lance and Dennis Dougherty.

Sobol, E.S. and Miceli, J.S. (2008) Flue & Piano on a Summer Afternoon. Works by 
Handel, Debussy, Brahms, Foster, Dancing Master (1636), Booth, Bloch, Cowell,

 and Arlen. Live performances Christ Church, Oyster Bay, NY; St. Catherine's 
College, Oxford, England.

Sobol, E. S. (2011). Melville to Melbourne Elise Sobol, Piano; Petina Cole, Flute; 
Lillemor Klang Zakkay, Voice. Works by Arlen, Bach, Chaminade, Grieg, 
Mozart, Ravel and Skolnick new inclusion of Commentary and Introduction from 
University of Waikato, 40th Anniversary Celebration, Tauranga, New Zealand. 
New York: R & S Wilhelm Recording Remastering and Design.

Awards

2018 Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award

2016 Education Update, Outstanding Professor of the Year


2016 Honoree, Music Educators Association of New York City

2015 Regents Blue Ribbon Commission on the Arts, 

         New York State Education Department, Co-Chair, Portfolio Subcommittee (2016)

2015 New York State Teacher of the Year, Finalist 

2014 Arts Connect All New York, Long Island Mentor

         NY State Alliance for Arts Education

2014 Covington’s Who’s Who in Leadership

2014 Grammy®Music Educator Award Nominee

2012 Distinguished NYSSMA Service Award

2012 Women of the Year 1990-2010 






American Biographical Institute Celebrated Collection

2011-2012 Marquis’ Who’s Who in American Education

2010-2011 Marquis’ Who Who in the World

2007 The Colleen Chanel Award Foundation in Illuminating Global Entertainment, 


Washington, D.C.

2005-06 National Honor Roll Outstanding American Teachers

2004 The Ernest Kay International Foundation Award, Dublin, Ireland

2003 Certificate of Continuous Service to Music Education, New York University

2003 Nomination, New York State Senate, Women of Distinction Program

1998 Citation for Excellence, New York State Assembly

1993 Award of Honor, Very Special Arts 

Professional Memberships

ISME, International Society for Music Education
NAfME,  The National Association for Music Education

NYSSMA, The New York State School Music Association


Position: Chairperson, Music for Special Learners sine 1993

MEANYC, Advisory Board, Appointment, September 2016

CEC, Council for Exceptional Children, Division of Visual and Performing Arts     
(DARTS) 

NY-SMTE New York Society for Music Teacher Education


Position: Member-At-Large, Executive Board since 2006

NMEA, Nassau Music Educators Association

ASCD, Association for Supervision, Curriculum and Development

PDK, Phi Delta Kappa

ROL, Royal – Overseas League, UK.

Presenter at State, National, and International Conferences and Associations
Upcoming 2020 Proposed
Singapore Teachers Academy for the Arts (STAR). Invitation as Outstanding 
Educator in Residence to deliver Professional Development For Music 
Teachers in Inclusive Music Education, February 17-21, 2020, Singapore 

Chua Siew Ling (Dr.) and Josephine Ng(Mrs.) Academy Officers
Highlights 2018-2019

NYSSMA Special Learner Workshops, NYSSMA 83rd Winter Conference, “From the 
Inside Out: Embedding Inclusion in Classroom and Ensemble Settings” Dr. Elise 
Sobol, Chair, Music for Special Learners, with Peter Tinaglia, Clinicians, Friday, 
November 30, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. Riverside Lilac, Rochester, NY.
ABLE Assembly: Arts Better the Lives of Everyone, “From the Inside Out: Embedding 
Inclusion in Classroom and Ensemble Settings” Dr. Elise Sobol, Presenter with 
Peter Tinaglia,  Saturday, April 13, 2019, Boston, MA
Fundacion Muchila Creativo Cu Sosten di UNOCA presents Elise S. Sobol, Ed.D. in 
international program " Reaching Higher with Music in Education: Inclusive 
Classroom Success for Lifelong Learning" Two Day Workshop, May


 21-22, 2018 Oranjestad, Aruba.

Fundacion Pa Nos Muchanan presents author/educator Elise S. Sobol, Ed.D. " Early

 musical Development for children - Key for Lifelong Learning." May 26, 2018  

 9 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Oranjestad, Aruba

MISTEC 2018: Music in Schools Teacher Education Commission, Prague, Czech 
Republic Presenter Poster Session, "P-12 Music Assisted Learning Across 
Teacher Preparation Programs" NYU Prague, July 8-12, 2018.

University of Sydney, Professional Issues in Music in Education, Dr. Jennifer Rowley, 
Chair, Music Education  Guest Lecturer "Engaging All Learners: Strategies and 
Techniques for Successful Inclusion" 3 hour Skype lecture July 25- 27, 2018. 
Virtual Music Education Conference 2018 "Strategies for Teaching Music to Exceptional 
Learners" Broadcast August 2, 2018.  Sponsored by Kevin and Janice Tuck, 
Directors Fun Music Company, Adelaide, Australia

VSA Intersections: Arts and Special Education Conference, August 6-8, 2018 Invited Participant in "The Arts and Special Education: Imagining the Future of Preservice Teacher Training" August 6, 2018  co-facilitated by Rhoda Bernard of the Berklee Institute for Arts Education and Special Needs and Lauren Stichter of Moore College of Art and Design. Atlanta, Georgia

New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) 83nd Annual Winter Conference, 
Rochester, NY November 29-December 2, 2018 


Arranged and Chaired five special learner conference sessions


Behavioral Strategies: Approaches and Techniques for Special Learners in 
Musical Environments; Exceptional Learners in the Elementary General 
Classroom; Reaching Exceptional Learners through Music; Teaching Special 
Learners with Music in a Secondary Setting; From the Inside Out: Embedding 
Inclusion in Classroom and Ensemble Settings, co-presenter with Peter Tinaglia,
NYU Ph.D. candidate.

Boston Conservatory at Berklee Conference on Teaching Students on the Autism 
Spectrum, April  29-30, 2017 Featured Speaker and Presenter: Music-Assisted 
Learning for Students on the Autism Spectrum, Boston, Massachusetts

SCMEA South Carolina Music Educators Association, February 9, 2013 Professional 
Development Conference. Music on the Spectrum: Autism in the Music 
Classroom. Convention Center, Charleston, SC.

NJMEA Addressing Problematic Behaviors in Special Music Education/Mindful 
Techniques for Successful Inclusion in Performance Programs,  February 21, 22, 
2008 Trenton, NJ

NYSBDA Symposium, March 3-5, 2005 Mindful techniques for Successful Inclusion in 
Band and Instrumental Programs, Wyndam Syracuse Hotel, Syracuse, NY.

Listing of Nassau County Staff Development Workshops by Elise Sobol:  2000-2016

Nassau NYSCAME  October 23, 2000  Teaching Music to Special Learners, Massapequa High School, Massapequa, NY

Nassau NYSCAME:  September 20, 2001 Teaching Music to Special Learners, Part 2: Universal Clues with Musical Cues.  Island Trees Middle School, Island Trees, NY

Balanced Mind VI Conference November 6, 2001   An Attitude and Approach for Teaching Music to Special Learners, Tilles Center for the Performing Arts, Brookville, New York

Nassau NYSCAME 2002-2003 Workshop Series:  January 23, 2003 Using Music to Enhance Positive Behaviors, Malverne Middle School, Malverne, NY

Nassau NYSCAME: October 7, 2004 Music Addressing Problematic Behavior in Special Education Music Education, Massapequa High School, Massapequa, New York

Nassau NYSCAME: January 19, 2005 Rehearsal Techniques Enabling Inclusion Students to Succeed, South Middle School, Lynbrook, NY

Nassau Music Educators Association PEAK Festival                

October 22, 2005 8:00-1:00 p.m., Turtle Hook School   Sound Sense and Song, Uniondale, New York

Nassau NYSCAME: September 26, 2007 Instructional Adaptations for Diversity in Performance Programs, Manhasset High School, Manhasset, NY

Staff Development: November 3, 2007 Classroom Music and the Special Learner, East Meadow UFSD, East Meadow, NY
Nassau NYSCAME: January 30, 2008  Strengthening Literacy with Musical Storywalks, Early Childhood Ed Center, Freeport, NY

Staff Development: April 30, 2008 Instructional Adaptations for Diversity in Performance Programs, Hicksville High School, Hicksville, NY

Nassau NYSCAME: September 24, 2008 Gifted and Talented Students with an IEP, Manhasset HS, Manhasset, NY

Nassau NYSCAME:  January 28, 2009 Music in Special Education: Conceptual Lessons and Materials, January 28, 2009 Island Trees High School, Island Trees, NY 

Staff Development:  February 25, 2009 Farmingdale UFSD Strategies, Techniques and Curriculum Development for Elementary and Middle School Inclusion Programs, Farmingdale Howitt School, Farmingdale, NY  

Staff Development, February 8, 2010 New Hyde Park/Garden City Park School District, Manor Oaks School , Inclusion: Strategies, Techniques and Curriculum Development, New Hyde Park, NY

Nassau NYSCAME, January 26, 2012:  Using Musical/Rhythmic Intelligence  To Help Raise School Achievement, Manhasset  Secondary School, Manhasset, New York.

PDK Chapter 1524 Program, March 7, 2013. Teaching with Relevance:: Sound, symbol, Code and Color-Teaching Music and Liberal Arts to Special Needs Students. LIU-Post campus, Humanities Hall, Brookville, New York.

Doctoral Research Symposium, March 22, 2014. Academic Improvement for Students with Significant Disabilities. St. John’s University School of Education Department of Administration and Instructional Leadership. Marillac Terrace.

Balanced Mind, November 8, 2016, Engaging All Learners: Strategies & Techniques for Successful Inclusion in Music, Molloy College, Rockville Centre, New York. 

Listing of Recent Professional Development Workshops outside of Nassau County

New York City Music Teachers Association UFT with the Music Educators Association of New York City: April 9, 2008 Classroom Music and the Special Learners: Music for Milestones, UFT Headquarters, NY, NY.

Glastonbury Connecticut UFSD November 16, 2009, Music Inclusion: Strategies, Techniques, and Curriculum Development, Glastonbury, CT.

Summer 2010: Principal’s Institute, July 8, 2010 Eastern Suffolk BOCES, Holtsville: Let’s Talk About: Strategies and Techniques for Successful Inclusion of Students with Special Needs.

Staff Development, November 7, 2011 The ACADEMY Carnegie Hall, Juilliard School, and The Weil Institute in partnership with the New York City Board of Education: Special Needs Students in the Classroom

New York State School Music Association 77th Annual Winter Conference, November 30, 2012 Teaching with Relevance: Sound, Symbol, Code, Color, Rochester Convention Center,  Rochester, New York. 

Presentation for U.S. State Department Delegation of Educators from Iraq at New York University “Topic on Special Education”, September 12, 2012. 

Staff Development: January 28, 2012 Reaching Higher with Music in Education: 
Strategies and Techniques for Inclusion Connetquot High School. 190 Seventh

 Street, Bohemia, NY 11716

New York State School Music Association 79th Annual Winter Conference, December 5, 
2014 Academic Improvement for Students with Significant Disabilities, Rochester, 
Convention Center, Rochester, New York. 

NYSDOE(New York City Department of Education)  Citywide Professional 
Development Series, K-12 Music Teachers, Session III Professional Development 
Day, June 4, 2015 Gramercy High School-Washington Irving Campus.                
Keynote Speaker “Engaging All Learners: Listen, Create….Inspire! New York, 
NY.

New York State School Music Association 81st Annual Winter Conference, December 2, 
2016, Gifted 
and Talented with an IEP, Co-presenting with Dr. Alice Hammel, 
Rochester, 
New York. 

New York State School Music Association 82nd Annual Winter Conference, November 
30, 2017, Anchor Standard #11 - Context is Key for Students with ASD.  
Presenter, Rochester, New York. 

For listing of annual New York State School Music Association Conference Workshops 1993-2018, references, reviews, YouTube teaching demonstrations,  additional information on UNESCO sponsored Reaching Higher with Music in Education workshops in Aruba, Building Bridges for Learning with Music in New Zealand, international presentations at global conferences, performer as piano soloist with orchestra, recitalist and accompanist, educational film credits, please contact Prof. Elise Sobol, Ed.D. elise.sobol@nyu.edu.

References

Dr. Ron Sadoff, Past -Chair, Music and Performing Arts Professions, 35 West 4th Street,


New York, NY 10012 ron.sadoff@nyu.edu

Dr. Jerrold Ross, Dean Emeritus, St. John’s University, 175 East 62nd Street, New York, 
NY 10022 jerroldross@aol.com
Dr. Rhoda Bernhard, Chair, Music Education Department, Director of Autism Spectrum

 Programs Boston Conservatory at Berklee, Berklee College of Music 1140

 Boylston street, MS-22 MUED, Boston, MA 02213 (617) 912-9104 
rbernard@berklee.edu.

Dr. Jennifer Scott Miceli, Chair, Music Education Department, LIU Post College of Arts, 
Communications and Design, 720 Northern Boulevard, Brookville, NY 11548 
jennifer.miceli@liu.edu ((516) 242-1281  

Michael Salzman, President,  New York State School Music Association, 718 The 
Plain Road, Westbury, NY 11590-5931. (631) 721-6166 
President@nyssma.org.
July 2019
