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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to achieve two goals. The first is to introduce students to the history, policy, theory, and practice of social studies education. In that regard, we will examine the social context of education, and the development of the social studies discipline. The second is to develop content knowledge of 20th century American history. These two goals are connected in important ways, as education develops and evolves in response to the historical context. The course will consider the impact of structural inequality on the social studies classroom, exploring questions of opportunity, access, and responsibility, and discuss how all of these matters inform the design of a social studies curriculum. Students will explore how social studies educators can promote democratic citizenship and civic responsibility among students in a multicultural society. The course will examine different concepts of democratic citizenship and multiculturalism in the contexts of U.S. societies and schools, and how these concepts relate to teachers’ and students’ social identities (race, ethnicity, class, gender, etc.) and classroom pedagogies (curriculum, instruction, assessment approaches).  
LEARNER OBJECTIVES:

Through readings, discussions, presentations, projects, and debates, students will be able to:
· Understand the evolution of social studies education in the context of 20th century American history;

· Situate themselves historically, culturally and socially within the field of social studies;

· Formulate solidly grounded beliefs about teaching philosophies, policies, and practices; 

· Explain different conceptions of democratic citizenship, multiculturalism, and patriotism in the context of real-world U.S. society and schools;

· Recognize the relationship between teachers’ and students’ social identities and classroom pedagogies;

· Create and explain social studies pedagogies that promote democratic citizenship;

· Develop and implement self-reflexive strategies and practices that enable them to regard teaching and learning as on-going, dynamic processes.
COURSE MATERIALS

Required reading for this course consists of a set of articles that can be found on NYU Classes and on the web. The syllabus includes full citation information for each.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Attendance and informed participation in class discussions:  Students are expected to complete all of the readings each week and come to class prepared to discuss the ideas and positions raised therein. Each week, students will open the class by summarizing the readings for the week and posing a set of three questions that help to critically assess the readings. (15% of grade).  

2. Essays in response to weekly readings:  There will be a series of questions posted on NYU Classes, under the link for “assignments.” Each question will serve as a prompt for a short essay (up to 5 pages) that will require you to integrate historical knowledge, class readings, and class discussions. There will be three essays due during the semester, worth ten points each. Due in class on February 18, March 25, April 29.  (30% of grade)

3. Individual Analysis:  Each student will be expected to write a personal reflection about the role of history in the teaching of social studies. Your paper should describe how your understanding of the history, policy, theory and practice of social studies education will impact your teaching, and your use of historical content. Are there frameworks for the teaching of social studies that you find particularly compelling? Are there authors with whom you strongly agree, or disagree? What are your goals as a social studies teacher? Due in class on May 14  (20%)
4. Final Paper:  Students should be thinking throughout the course about the implications of the course readings and discussions for the teaching of social studies. The final paper will give you an opportunity to focus on a particular topic in U.S. History and then integrate your content knowledge with your ideas about the presentation of history. There should be some correlation between your individual analysis and the ideas presented in your paper. In the final paper, you will provide an overview of a particular topic, and both a historiographical discussion and a pedagogical discussion that draws on the readings and your individual analysis in order to explore the theory and practice of social studies education. Due Friday, May 16, submitted to my mailbox in the East Building, 6th Floor.  (35%) 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Students are expected to attend each class, fully prepared to discuss the readings. Poor attendance will affect the class participation. Students who must miss a class for any reason should e-mail me in advance of the class. Students may not miss more than three classes and remain in the course.   
GRADING POLICY:
You should note carefully the dates that written assignments are due. Late assignments will be taken into account in assigning the grade for course participation, and will also result in a grade reduction of one point for each day that the paper is late. Assignments will not be accepted via email.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

Students with physical or learning disabilities are required to register with the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities, 726 Broadway, 2nd Floor, (212-998-4980) and are required to present a letter from the Center to the instructor at the start of the semester in order to be considered for appropriate accommodation.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Academic integrity is the guiding principle for all that you do; from taking exams, making oral presentations to writing term papers. It requires that you recognize and acknowledge information derived from others, and take credit only for ideas and work that are yours. You violate the principle of academic integrity when you:

· Cheat on an exam;
· Submit the same work for two different courses without prior permission from your professors;

· Receive help on a take-home examination that calls for independent work;

· Plagiarize.
Plagiarism, one of the gravest forms of academic dishonesty in university life, whether intended or not, is academic fraud. In a community of scholars, whose members are teaching, learning and discovering knowledge, plagiarism cannot be tolerated. It is the failure to assign properly authorship to a paper, a document, an oral presentation, a musical score and/or other materials, which are not your original work. You plagiarize when, without proper attribution, you do any of the following:

· Copy verbatim from a book, an article or other media;

· Download documents from the Internet;

· Purchase documents;

· Report from other's oral work;

· Paraphrase or restate someone else's facts, analysis and/or conclusions;

· Copy directly from a classmate or allow a classmate to copy from you.

Consult your professors for help with problems related to fulfilling course assignments, including questions related to attribution of sources.

Please note that when a professor suspects cheating, plagiarism, and/or other forms of academic dishonesty, appropriate disciplinary action may be taken following the department procedure or through referral to the Committee on Student Discipline.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Introduction
1. January 28:  What does it mean to teach Social Studies?
Progressivism: Community and Democracy in Public Schooling

2. February 4:  Expansion and Evolution of Social Studies Education and Public Schooling 
Cobbs-Hoffman, Elizabeth and Jon Gjerde, ed., “Industrialization, Workers and the New Immigration,” in Major Problems in American History, Volume II: Since 1865 (Boston: 2002), 66 – 96.
Kliebard, Herbert, The Struggle for the American Curriculum, 3rd ed., (New York: Routledge, 2004), Chapter 1
 “The Social Studies in Secondary Education: Report of the Committee on Social Studies of the Commission on the Reorganization of Secondary Education of the National Education Association (1916)  look over the entire report, but specifically consider pages 9 – 14, 35 – 66.
Distributed in class:

“Report of the Committee on Secondary School Studies,” Commissioned by the National Education Association (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1893), pp. 3 – 7; 13 – 18; 34 – 35.  
Cardinal Principles of Secondary Education, 1918

3. February 11:  Immigration and Assimilation 

Herbert Kliebard, The Struggle for the American Curriculum, Chapters 4, 5
“Immigration,” in Teaching U.S. History: Dialogues among Social Studies Teachers and Historians, ed. Diana Turk, Rachel Mattson, Terrie Epstein, Robert Cohen (New York: 2010)

Takaki, Ronald, “A Different Mirror: The Making of Multicultural America,” in  A Different Mirror, A History of Multicultural America, (New York, 2008). P. 1 – 20.

James Banks, “Reconstructing Citizenship Education” and “Citizenship Education in a Multicultural Society,” from Educating Citizens in a Multicultural Society (new York: 2007), 1 – 18.
4. February 18: Democracy and the Public 
Dewey, John, The Public and its Problems, (Columbus: Ohio University Press, 1954, original copyright 1924), Chapters 4 and 5 

Walter Lippman: The Phantom Public, Chapters II - VI, Chapter XIII

First Essay Due in Class:  
Question posted on NYU Classes
5. February 25 –  Civic Engagement
Galston, William A. “Civic Education and Political Participation,” Phi Delta Kappan, vol. 85.1 (Sep. 2003), pp. 29 – 33.

Sansone, Stephen C. “Get your students involved in civics,” in Social Education, vol. 63.4, (May/June, 1999), pp. 228 – 233.

Ross, E. Wayne, “Remaking the Social Studies Curriculum,” in The Social Studies Curriculum: Purposes, Problems and Possibilities, 3rd Ed., (New York: 2006), pp.319 – 332.

Kahne Joseph and Joel Westheimer, “Teaching Democracy: What Schools Need to Do,” in Phi Delta Kappan, V. 85.1 (Sep. 2003), pp. 34 – 40, 57 – 61, 63 – 66.

6. March 4: (4:55 – 6:35, 3rd Floor Conference Room)  The Social Studies Classroom as an Instrument for Social Change
Cobbs-Hoffman, Elizabeth and Jon Gjerde, ed., “The Depression, the New Deal and Franklin D. Roosevelt,” in Major Problems in American History, Volume II: Since 1865 (Boston: 2002), 215 - 244.

Herbert Kliebard, The Struggle for the American Curriculum, Chapter 7
George Counts:  Dare the Schools Build a New Social Order?, Chapter 1-3, pp. 1-34.
How do Race, Class and Gender Shape the School Experience?

7. March 11:  Identity Politics and the Social Studies Curriculum

Zimmerman, Jonathan.  Whose America?:  Culture Wars in the Public Schools (Boston: 2002), Chapters 1 – 3, pp. 9 – 80. 

Appiah, Kwame Anthony, “The Politics of Identity,” Daedalus, v. 135.4 (Fall 2006), p. 15 – 23.

March 18 – No Class, Spring Break

8. March 25: The School Experience for Students and Teachers
Levstik, Linda, “Articulating the Silences: Teachers’ and Adolescents’ Conceptions of Historical Significance,” in Peter Stearns, Peter Seixas, and Sam Wineburg, ed., Knowing, Teaching and Learning History (New York: 2000), p 284 -301.

Damon, William.  “Good? Bad? Or None of the Above?” in Education Next, vol. 4.2 (Spring 2005), 1 - 8.

Hunter, James Davison, “The Progressive Turn in Moral Education,” in The Death of Character (New York, 2000), pp. 55 – 78.

Delpit, Lisa, “The Silenced Dialogue: Power and Pedagogy in Educating Other People’s Children,” in Harvard Educational Review, vol. 58.3 (August, 1988), pp. 280 – 298.
Second Essay Due in Class:  Question posted on NYU Classes
9. April 1: Race and the Curriculum
Malczewski, Joan, The Struggle to Build a New Educational State (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, forthcoming), Chapters 1 and 2. 

Taylor, Melodie, “Power Politics,” in Research Reporter 24.2 (Winter, 1995), 11-1

Nelson, Jack L. and Valerie Ooka Pang, “Racism, Prejudice, and the Social Studies Curriculum,” in E. Wayne Ross, ed., The Social Studies Curriculum: Purposes, Problems and Possibilities, 3rd Ed., (New York: 2006), pp. 115 – 135.

Steele, Claude.  “Race and the Schooling of Black Americans,” The Atlantic online, April, 1992.

April 8: No class
World War II and Beyond:  From Life Adjustment to Access and Accountability
10. April 15: The Cold War

Cobbs-Hoffman, Elizabeth and Jon Gjerde, ed., “The Cold War and the Nuclear Age,” in Major Problems in American History, Volume II: Since 1865 (Boston: 2002), 278 – 308.

Herbert Kliebard, The Struggle for the American Curriculum, Chapters 10 - 11  

11. April 22: Curriculum Choices
Linenthal, Edward and Tom Engelhardt, “Introduction”, in History Wars, edited by Edward T Linenthal and Tom Engelhardt

 Richard Kohn, “History at Risk: The Case of the Enola Gay” (Chapter 5) in History Wars, edited by Edward T Linenthal and Tom Engelhardt 

Mike Wallace, “Culture War, History Front,” (Chapter 6) in History Wars, edited by Edward T Linenthal and Tom Engelhardt  

Young, Marilyn, “An Incident at No Gun Rhi” in Crimes of War 

Kohli, Wendy, “Teaching in the Danger Zone: Democracy and Difference,” in David W. Hursh and E. Wayne Ross Democratic Social Education:  Social Studies for Social Change (New York: 2000), pp. 23 - 42.

12. April 29: The Quest for Inclusion: Access and Accountability
Cobbs-Hoffman, Elizabeth and Jon Gjerde, ed., “Making the Great Society: Civil Rights,” in Major Problems in American History, Volume II: Since 1865 (Boston: 2002), 342 - 372.

“The Civil Rights Movement,” in Teaching U.S. History: Dialogues among Social Studies Teachers and Historians, ed. Diana Turk, Rachel Mattson, Terrie Epstein, Robert Cohen (Routledge, New York: 2010)

Takaki, Ronald, “Out of the War: Clamors for Change,” in A Different Mirror, A History of Multicultural America, (New York, 2008) pp. 383 – 402.
Third Essay Due in Class:  Question posted on NYU Classes
13. May 6:  The Imperative for Education Reform: America in the 1980’s

Cobbs-Hoffman, Elizabeth and Jon Gjerde, ed., “Ronald Reagan and the Conservative Resurgence,” in Major Problems in American History, Volume II: Since 1865 (Boston: 2002), 437 - 464.

Chafe, William, “America Since 1945” in The New American History 

A Nation at Risk:  The Imperative for Educational Reform, 1983, in George Willis, etal (eds), The American Curriculum:  A Documentary History (1993) , pp. 401 – 413.
14. May 13: Standards and Accountability
“Achievement Gap,” in Education Week, published August 3, 2004 and updated July 7, 2011

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Executive Summary

Reforming NCLB – President Obama’s Call for Reform

Ross, E. Wayne.  “Diverting Democracy: The Curriculum Standards Movement and Social Studies Education,” in Democratic Social Education, David W. Hursh and E. Wayne Ross, ed. (New York: 2000).

Evans, Ronald, “The Runaway Train of Standards Reform,” in The Social Studies Wars (New York: 2004), pp. 149 – 174.
May 14:  Individual Analysis Due 
May 16:  Final Project Due – submit to mailbox, 6th Floor East Building
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