Draft: Syllabus/Program

Subject to change

Bohemian Workshops: Prague and Artmill

June 7-28, 2010

Course takes place in the Czech Repulic

Instructors: 

Carolanne Patterson (cp38@nyu.edu)

Barbara Benish (barbara.benish@gmail.com)

Suggested Reading:

Pre-departure, selected essays:

1.Vaclav Havel. “The Power of the Powerless,” in Cross Currents: A Yearbook of Central European Culture.  (Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 1983

2. Jindrich Chalupecky . “The Lessons of Prague,” in Cross Currents: A Yearbook of Central European Culture.  Ed. by Ladislav Matejka and Benjamin Stolz.  (Ann Arbor, MI:  University of Michigan Press, 1985)

3.Tina Rosenberg. "The Haunted Land, facing Europe's Ghosts after Communism". 1995, Random House

Program Reading list, selected essays: (distributed at Prague Orientation)

1. Eva Hoffman. "Exit into History". 1993 Penguin Books (selected chapter)

2. Franz Kafka. "The Castle"

3.Ludvík Hlavácek.  “The Value of Individuality and its Limits,” 1990.

4. L. Weschler, “Seeing is Forgetting The Name of the Thing One Sees, A life of Contemporary Artist Robert Irwin”,1982, UC Press (selected chapter)

5. Pierre Cabanne, “Dialogues with Marcel Duchamp”, 1971, A Da Capo (selected chapter)

6. Energy Plan for the Western Man: Joseph Beuys in America. Writings and interviews with the Artist, compiled by Carin Kuoni. 1990. Four Wall Eight Windows Press. (selected chapter)

7. Victor Margolin ,"Reflections on Art and Sustainability" in Beyond Green, Toward a Sustainable Art. Independent Curators International, New York. Smart Museum of Art, Chicago. 2005 (selected chapter)

8. Maria Lind, "The Collaborative Turn", and "To Be Put Up in a Public Debate" by WHW (What, How & for Whom) in Taking the Matter into Common Hands, On Contemporary Art and Collaborative Practices. Ed: Johanna Billing, Maria Lind and Lars Nilsson. Black Dog Publishing, London. 2007 (selected chapter)

9. Selected essays by Dave Hickey.

Additional short readings will be assigned for each Czech artist we will be working with or visiting.

COURSE PARTICIPATION:

PRAGUE:

Students are required to read assigned essays, attend site visits and lectures, and be prepared and participate in discussions. 

ARTMILL:

Students are required to work in the studios of Artmill on projects of their choice, utilizing the facilities provided; under the guidance of Czech visiting artists, Carolanne Patterson and Barbara Benish. 

Students will be provided with a variety of materials but may be required to purchase unusual materials. If a student wishes to work extensively in video format student should bring personal camera and laptop. 

All students will participate in the final exhibition at the NYU gallery space in Prague Center, to be held at the end of the program. This component of the program is important for students to learn each facet of preparing for and installing an exhibition.

BOHEMIAN WORKSHOPS/JUNE 2009

LIST OF ARTIST ‘MASTERS’ and LECTURE GUESTS (google for info)

1. Jiri Cernicky (Artist, Prague)

2. David Cerny (Artist, Prague)

3. Vít Hravánek (Curator, Tranzit Gallery Director, Curator of 
Manifesta 2010)

4. Ludvík Hlavácek (Curator/Director: Center for Contemporary Art, Prague)

5. Ivan Kafka (Artist, Prague)

6. Eva Kotat'ková (Artist, Prague)

7. Tomas Ruller, (Artist, Brno; former Dean, Academy of Fine Arts, Brno)

8. Milos Sejn, (Artist; Professor, Multi Media Atelíér, AVU-- Academy of Art, Prague)

9. Stepanka Simlová (Artist, Prague)

10. Dr. Jana Ticha (Curator, Art Historian, Publisher of Zlaty Rez architectural digest)

11. Jan Urban (Czech former dissident, political historian, reporter, faculty: NYU Prague) 

12. Milos Vojtechovsky (Artist/Curator, Prague; Faculty: FAMU--Prague Film Academy)

Additional Information:

Artmill is the culmination of two decades of ideas about creativity, community, sustainability, and education. Established in 2004 by US artist Barbara Benish and Czech architect/artist Petr Kalny; Artmill operates as a conduit for integration of culture and learning in the Czech Republic through international exchange. The initial impetus for Artmill came out of the turbulent and inspiring events occurring in Central Europe in the late 1980’s, resulting in an exhibition co-organized by Benish as an exchange between artists from Los Angeles and Prague in 1989. With the dismantling of the totalitarian regimes and the opening of international borders, this project permitted artists to experience each other's creative cultures the first time in 40 years.

ArtMill is open to University students for 2-3 week intensive sessions in the summer months. For these programs, invited Czech "masters" work with "apprentice" students in the renaissance tradition of learning. Visiting artists are able to live and work with students, sharing ideas in the inspiring artistic environment of the former flour-producing mill, while utilizing the available art-making facilities. Thus, age and experience combine with diverse languages and cultures to address social and political ideas in the environment of a nurturing artistic exchange.

Artmill is located 2-1/2 hours south of Prague, in Southern Bohemia, near the German border of the Czech Republic. Situated next to a large lake, on the site of the "Red Mill" (Cerveny Mlyn), it was one of the first mills in the area to utilize the mechanized cylinder system, replacing its traditional water wheel in 1903. The existing foundation dates to the 1600's. During production years, the mill serviced the surrounding region, which was lucrative in silver mining until the 1800's. Located near the historical town of Horazdovice, Artmill is surrounded by the forested and agricultural area known as Sumova.

The original mill buildings have been renovated into working studios, galleries and the facilities buildings of Artmill. An organic garden supplies the kitchen with a selection of seasonal foods; servicing students, artists-in-residence and Artmill staff. Students are encouraged to work in the gardens and participate in farm work.

Outdoor sculptures mark the landscape of Artmill, interspersed with birch, oak and maple trees, streams, and flower and herb gardens. Horses graze in the adjacent pastures. Outbuildings and fields are home to chickens, goats, rabbits, cats and dogs. It is an inspiring setting where teachers and students share experiences in a non-traditional atmosphere. 

Studio, work-spaces and on-site activities include: 

· Painting, Drawing and Graphics Studios (with Etching Press)

· Welding and Metal Workshop

· Woodworking Workshop

· Computer ‘lounge’ with 2 laptops (all ADOBE suites) and color printer

· Large Outdoor Sculpture Garden and Outdoor Workspaces

· Photography Studio (black and white wet, digital)

· Video Projector

· Dance Studio and Lecture Hall 

· Architecture and Design Studio

· 7 variously sized Installation and Exhibition Rooms

· Music Room (grand piano, violins, guitar, electric keyboards)

· Art Library (over 1000 books in English, including large English- language collection of Czech artist catalogues)

· Two fire-pit and BBQ areas, near studio/barn for dining/socializing

· Swimming and Canoeing  

Local facilities and activities include:

1. Complete Large Metals/Steel Factory for sculpture fabrication 

2. Theatre Company in local village barn

3. Ethnographic Museum with restaurant

4. Galerie Califia (space curated/staffed by Artmill)

5. Modern Gymnasium for dance and performance

6. Hotel for Armill guests/students with horse riding hall/lessons, indoor pool, sauna, restaurant

7. Wood Working and Tooling

8. 13th century Castle with Galleries and tours

9. Sheep-shearing, wool dying and spinning at local farms

10. Web Design and Computer Graphics Studio

11. Glass Foundry and Studios

12. Leather Smithing Studios

13. Ceramics Studios

14. Traditional Basket Weaving 

15. Blacksmithing

16. Variety of restaurants and shopping 

