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Meaningful Literacy Development for Elementary ELLs
Dr. Ann Ebe - Hunter College, City University of New York

Please write a one-sentence summary for each of these key ideas from our last session:
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The Boat in the Basement

A woman was builiding 2 boat in her
basement, When she had tinished the
e ool she diseovered (hat it was
too big o go though the door, 8o he
it to take the boata past to et it
oul She showld of planned athead.

Story about
Christopher
Columbus
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Model of Reading
Goodman, K. (1996). On Reading. Portsmouth, N.H.: Heinemann

Reading is a process of constructing meaning from text.
Readers use background knowledge.
- Readers use linguistic cues from three systems.
Readers use psychological strategies to construct meaning as they read.

Sample;
Psychological Strategies

D e Predict & Infer:

Integrate

Confirm/ predict and Confirm & Disconfirm:

Disconfirm Infer

integrate:

Strategy Ruler

From: Paulson, E.J. and A.E. Freeman (2003). Insight From the Eyes:
The Science of Effective Reading Instruction. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Ask students to think about the strategies they use when they come to hard parts or words
they don't know when they are reading. Generate a class list of strategies on a large piece of
paper. Once the class has come up with several strategies, ask students to think about four
strategies that they would like to try during their silent reading time. Have students write each
of their four strategies on a separate post-it note and place them across their piece of
construction paper. Explain to your students that they should have their Strategy Rulers with
them when they are reading. If they get stuck, they should fook at their ruler and try the first
strategy. They should continue to try the strategies until they come to one that works to help
them with that section of text.
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) re-read the look at the make up a
skip it
section pictures word
1 2 3 4

You may notice that some students over-rely on certain strategies. Many students, for
example, will always try to “sound it out” first. Help these students arrange their strategies so
that “sound it out’ is the |ast strategy on their ruler. Placing strategies such as "skip it" or “look
at the picture” first would be helpful.
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Quickwrite:

Why do you think these two books would be good to
use with students?

Checklist of Characteristics of Texts that Support Reading
Freeman & Freeman, 2000

1. Are the materials authentic? Authentic materials are written to inform or entertain,
not to teach a grammar point or a letter-sound correspondence.

2. Are the materials predictable?
Books are more predictable when students have background knowledge of the

concepts, so teachers should activate or build background

Books are more predictable when they follow certain patterns (repetitive, cumulative)
or include certain devices (thyme, rhythm, alliteration)

Books are more predictable when students are familiar with text structures
{(beginning, middle, end) (main idea, details, examples, etc.)

Books are more predictable when students are familiar with text features (headings,
subheadings, maps, labels, graphs, tables, indexes, etc.)

3. Is there a good text-picture match? A good match provides nonlinguistic visual
cues. s the placement of the pictures predictable?

4. Are the materials interesting and/or imaginative? Interesting, imaginative texts
engage students.

5. Do the situations and characters in the book represent the experiences and
backgrounds of the students in the class? Culturally relevant texts engage students.

Ebe: Meaningful Reading, 2010
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Rigby Reading Strategy Cards:
On Our Way to English Program
www.rigby.com
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Fmallyl A clear presentation of Reoding Strateglest
The unique visual format of these cards moke them an
excellant tasl for intreducing reading strofegies 1o
English longuage learners.

?&eading Samples of Reading Sim}egy Cards
Strateqgy Cords .

Eoch pegtegy o smply and chndy

( Appropriote Reading Stralegles are provided in the
Complete Poackoge ond In the Guided Reading Skand -
for 2aack grade of On Qur Way te English.

Oa i b 51 ek coped - ™ ] . Grods K Cards 1.8 Grode 3 Cards 136
Gre tepypas R Geade | Cords 118 Grode 4 Cods 1-40 .
st b Mt e Grads 2. Cards 127 Grode § Cards 140

The Reading Strotegy Caids are ovailable for s-eporole -
purchaie onfy in complete sets of 40 cards. &
\_ IS3N 0-7578-4543- 6. .

R Harcout

o p?gmn(al Publishers arame
N Righy » Steck-Voughn .
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Comprehension Questions
Hansen, 1989

1. What do you remember?

2. What else would you like to know?

3. What else does it remind you of?

4. What other things have you read that remind you of this?
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