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About This Guide

This Guide to the Languages of New York State is designed as a resource for all education
professionals. but with particular consideration to those who work with bilingual! students.
Several 1deas have underpinned its conception and execution:

a) the langnages other than English (LOTESs) spoken by bilingual students are neither
obstacles nor excess baggage. but resources of great value to our community:

b) the mission of supporting and encouraging students in home language development
belongs to all teachers. not only those from similar linguistic backgrounds and/or
certified in language education:

¢) language and culture are sufficiently intertwined as to make the understanding of one
without the other a distinctively hollow experience:

and...

d) the development of translingual and transcultural competence is not an on-off switch.
but rather a lifelong process of engaging with different communities.

Educators constantly face the task of overcoming distances: between us and our students.
between families and schools. between student performance and classroom objectives. and so on.
In nearly all cases. these distances are best bridged when both sides extend toward each other.,
and it is no exception when it comes to language. The sense of linguistic distance between
emergent bilinguals? and the English-speaking world can seem vast. and while great efforts
should be and are made to help these students extend themselves toward ever-greater inclusion in
the Anglosphere. one of the strongest positive messages we can send as educators is that we will
work to bridge linguistic distance from our end. too. This Guide is a means to following
through on that message.

1 We use the word bilingual throughout to mean “speaking more than one language.” Multilingual has certain
advantages over this term. but the disadvantage of denoting “more than two languages.” Plurilingual sigmfies
exactly what we have in mind. but in our view hampers the reading expenience by dint of 1ts unfamuliarity.

2 Consistent with the CUNY-NYSIEB vision. we use the term emergent bilingual to denote students traditionally
referred to as English Language Learners. “[O]ur use of the term . conceptualizes these students as much more than
learners of English only, since they are developing proficiency and literacy in academic English from the base of
home language practices. Furthermore, the term emergent bilinguals acknowledges that the education of these
students must go beyond simply English language learning. to include a challenging curriculum in the content areas
that also meets their social and emotional needs.” For more: hitp://www.nysieb.ws_gc.cuny.eduw/our-vision/



French

1. French in Brief

French for ‘French (language)’:
frangais [f¥a.se] M official language .

French word for ‘English (language)’: [l co-official ]anguag'e )
anglais [4.gle] f

Writing system(s):
Latin (alphabetic)

US Speakers (Shin & Kominsky. 2010):
1.355.805

Language family (related languages):
Indo-European / Romance
(Catalan. Haitian Creole)

Official national language (*co-official) in:

*Belgium Guinea

Benin *Haiti [ o
Burkina Faso *Luxembourg
*#Cameroon *Madagascar
*Canada Mali

Central African Rep. Monaco

#Chad Niger

*Comoros Rep. of the Congo
Cote d’Ivoire *Rwanda

Dem. Rep. of the Congo  Senegal

*Djibouti *Switzerland
France *Vanuatu

Gabon (CIA. 2012)

Minority language (> 5% speakers):
Algeria: Lebanon: Morocco: Tunisia
Ethnic French in US (US Census. 2010b):
8.761.496 (French)
2.042.808 (French Canadian)
Top 3 US Metro areas where French is spoken (Shin & Kominsky, 2010):
New York, Washington DC, Boston
Did you know that...
... the most populous nation with French as its official language is the Democratic
Republic of the Congo?
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2 French in Global Context

Measured only in “native speakers!.” French is the 16th most widely spoken language in the
world. behind Telugu, Vietnamese, and Marathi (Lewis, 2009). but this metric fails to do justice
to the continued global significance of
the langnage. The more than 60 million
speakers of French as a home language
are complemented by an even greater
number of speakers who learn it outside
the home. bringing the worldwide total of
French speakers to roughly 200 million.
French remains an official language in
many West African ex-colonies. and has
similar status in other pockets thronghout
the world. including Quebec (Canada).
Haiti. French Guiana (a territory of Il unofficial but > 5%
France in South America). and Vanuatu
in the Pacific. It retains a significant if
fading presence in other former colonies.
most notably Lebanon. North Africa and
Southeast Asia. Most US speakers of
French have roots in communities in Canada and Louisiana that formed part of a global French
empire cenfuries ago.

B official language

B :o-official language

21 History and Politics

As a Romance language. French--like Spanish. Ttalian. Portuguese. and others--is a form of Latin
passed down through one of the various European speech communities into which the Roman
Empire splintered. One of the first post-Roman influences on the language was Old Frankish.
the Germanic language of the Franks. a tribe that occupied the power vaccuum in Gaul left by
the fall of the Romans. Old Frankish existed alongside both Latin and the gradually distinctive
vernacular French for several centuries, was likely the home language of Charlemagne. Europe’s
first great medieval emperor. and is the source of a number of structures in modermn French. e.g..
avec “with,” which differs etymologically from the equivalent word in most other Romance
languages (compare Spanish and Italian con. Portuguese com).

Like Spanish and English. French achieved the great bulk of its global diffusion through colonial
expansion. For simplicity’s sake. we can divide France’s global empire into two chronologically

! In keeping with the CUNY-NYSIEB view that “a speaker never has a language. but simply uses or performs™ one
(http://'www.nysieb.ws. ge.cuny.edu/our-vision/). this guide has avoided the terms native language. first language/L1.
and mother fongue. as these typically reflect a ngdity at odds with our vision. In the case of French. the gap
between the two views 1s particularly stark: by focusing on the “tree’ of “first language ™ speakers. "L1 -keved data
miss the “forest” of French’s enormous global importance. Lewis’s (2009) data and rankings based on them serve as
a useful estimate of a language’s diffusion, but must be taken with a grain of sel “salt.” an especially large one here.
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distinct iterations. France’s pre-Revolutionary empire was centered in North America and

the Caribbean. and passed out of

direct French control by the dawn
of the 19th century. with the
Lonisiana Purchase and Haitian
Revolution following earlier
Canadian losses in the French and
Indian Wars (known in French as
les Guerres Intercoloniales ‘the
Intercolonial Wars®). France’s
post-Napoleonic Empire
extended throughout Southeast
Asia, North Africa, and West
Africa. was primarily acquired in
the late 19th cenfury. and
dissolved through the 20th-century

l'ﬁ:. o .
1 . co-official language

indigenous independence
movements. Napoleon’s early-19th-

century wars of conquest on the European continent had striking cultural and political effects. but
left relatively little in the way of linguistic legacy.

Fig. 1: Historical Timeline

58-52 BC
1stc. BC

481-511
800

Oth c.
Oth-10th c.
1066

1539
1605-11
1630s
1699
1754-63
1789-04
1791
1799-1804
1803
1803-1815
19th c.

3rd-4th ¢. AD

mid 20th ¢.

Julius Caesar wages successful Roman campaign in Celtic-speaking Gaul
Romans rule modern-day France: Latin subsumes local tongues (except Breton)
Germanic tribes (Alemanni. Burgundians. Visigoths, Franks) invade (3rd-4th c.)
Clovis I unites Germanic-speaking Frankish tribes. conquers Roman rump state
Charlemagne expands Frankish kingdom to include much of modern W. Europe
Emergence of Old French alongside Old High German (Frankish), formal Latin
Scandinavian invaders conquer present-day Normandy. quickly adopt French
William of Normandy conquers England: French language governs for 200 years
Francis I makes (Middle) French the official language of court. ousting Latin
French establish colonies in Acadia (now Nova Scotia), Quebec, Montreal
Richelieu creates Académie francaise. Descartes writes Discours de la Méthode
Foundation of Louisiana colony links North American and Caribbean territories
French & Indian War; British expel Acadians--some go to Louisiana (‘cajuns’)
French revolution: Louis XVI executed (1793): Reign of Terror (1793-94)
Slave uprising in Saint-Domingue (Haiti): France frees slaves in colonies (1794)
General Napoleon Bonaparte stages coup d’etat. establishes 1st Empire
Louisiana Purchase: 828,000 sq. miles (~15 states) sold to U.S. for $15 million
Napoleonic Wars: European empire briefly expands as far as Moscow

‘Scramble for Africa’: France colonizes N. and W. Africa. also S.E. Asia

World War II: Nazis occupy France: French colonies achieve independence
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