Advanced Dance Practicum: Uganda

E892077.095:  Spring 2011

Winter Intersession Study Abroad

Days:  January 1-20

Points: 3

Instructor: Professor Deborah Damast, B.F.A., M.A

Phone: w.212. 998.5865; c. 917.371.0031

e-mail: Deborah.Damast@nyu.edu

office hours by appointment:

 244 Greene Street, room 404

Program Assistant: Jenny Brown, B.A, M.A

Phone: 917-554-1754

Email: Jenny.Brown@nyu.edu

Course Description:  Students from NYU will travel to Kampala, Uganda to work with students and teachers at the Kampala Ballet and Modern Dance School, Makerere University and children from disadvantaged centers and orphanages in a cultural exchange program focused on fostering community building through the arts. NYU students will learn traditional Ugandan dances, will study the pedagogic practices of the region, learn about the arts and culture of Uganda and East Africa, and use dance as a lens to create cross cultural understandings.

Learner Objectives:

As a result of this course, students should be able to:

· Understand the cultural relativity of dance in Ugandan society

· Integrate Western and Ugandan dance forms to create new choreography

· Perform traditional Ugandan dances and songs and understand their context in terms of history, society, and gender

· Collaborate with teachers from diverse backgrounds to create lesson plans 

· Value diverse opinions and beliefs 

· Understand the healing properties of dance and drama

· Participate as a teacher and learner in classes, rehearsals, and meetings

· Develop relationships with students from Makerere University and KBMDS

· Analyze pedagogic practices and teaching and learning styles in the US and in Uganda

· Discuss class, race, and identity through the performing arts

· Reflect on the role of the Performing Arts in the US and in Uganda

 Experiences/Activities
Students will:

·  keep a daily journal of experiences, ideas, questions
· take classes in traditional Ugandan dance and music, and teach Western forms 
· take trips to the source of the Nile, nature walks in Jinja, the Royal Baganda tombs, orphanages and children’s centers, and dance performances

· teach classes and collaborate in dancemaking with children and Makerere students

· perform at the famous National Theatre and for the Queen and open audience
Assignments:   Students will maintain a daily journal, design and implement lesson plans, learn traditional Ugandan dances, and develop a collaborative performance piece with Ugandan teachers and children. 

Students are encouraged to view the films “War Dance” and “the Last King of Scotland” and to read articles and websites sent prior to the trip from the faculty.

PAPERS: 

Students will be asked to write 2 reflective papers. Both pose the same question: “What do I know about Uganda?”

The first paper is intended as a prompt for prior knowledge, to assess what information the student knows about Uganda. These papers can be one page or less, depending on what 

The second paper is a reflective paper due one month after the end of the course. This paper will be a synthesis of the multi-faceted experiences of the trip:
Proposed Daily Schedule: (subject to change)
Saturday, December 31: Fly from JFK  

Sunday, January 1: arrive Entebbe,Uganda, drive to Kampala

Monday, January 2: orientation with Ugandans & 1st group meeting, change money, welcome dinner/performance 

Tuesday, January 3: first day workshop: class 10:00-12:00; lunch 12:00-1:00, planning meeting 1:00-2:30, 3:00 bus to Uganda Museum

Wednesday, January 4: Full day workshop; (dance and music class from 10:00-12:30, lunch from 1:00-1:45, pedagogy and lesson planning from 2:00-3:00, western dance  3:00-5:00

Thursday, January 5: Full day workshop (see above)  6:00 bus to Bitone Center

Friday, January 6: Full day workshop (see above) 6:00 bus to Heritage Roots

Saturday, January 7: Full day workshop (see above) 6:00 bus to Heritage Roots

Sunday, Jan 8: Shopping at the National Theater in morning , N’Dere Troupe performance in evening

Monday, Jan 9:  meeting day with children, greeting games, 3:00 bus Life in Africa centre  

Tuesday, Jan 10: children’s dance workshop ( NYU students and Ugandan teachers co-teach lessons developed in prior week to children from orphanages in the morning, lunch with the children at the café ballet, rehearsal in  afternoon), dinner party at Fang Fang

Wednesday, Jan 11:  children’s dance workshop, rehearsal afternoon/early eve

Thursday, Jan 12: children’s dance workshop, rehearsal afternoon/early eve, Faculty dinner/meeting, students on own

Friday, Jan 13: dress rehearsal at KBMDS for her Royal Highness, Nnabagereka, Queen of the Buganda Kingdom. Performance in evening at the National Theatre. Post Performance Reception for all participants. 

Saturday, Jan 14: Trip to Jinja, forest hike, boat trip at the source of the Nile River (birds)

Sunday, Jan 15:  Trip to the Equator and Jemba’s Village

Monday, Jan 17:  Wildlife sanctuary and drive to Entebbe Airport final dinner

Tuesday through Friday meetings with faculty, assessment and planning

Saturday, Jan 21: Faculty fly home

