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Module A Tool:  Asking Critical Questions 
 
Purpose:  To consider the path taken by a student who may eventually be classified as “special ed.” 
Directions: Please discuss this student’s journey through the classification process, and write down important questions that you think must be asked at each 

step below.  What are the questions we could ask during the process of classification to ensure appropriate classification and placement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
               
 
 

Student is in the general 
education population.  
Student exhibits an 
academic and/or 

behavioral need.  Teacher 
and/or parent requests a 
referral to have student 

assessed. 

 
School-based committee 

considers student’s referral. 

Student is evaluated by a 
specialist depending on the 

need that is exhibited. 
Student‘s eligibility for 

receiving special education 
services is determined. 

 

Student receives an 
Individualized Education 

Program (IEP) which is then 
implemented. 

Annually, the student’s IEP 
must be reviewed and be 
revised where appropriate.  
 
At least once every 2/3 
years, the student must be 
re-evaluated to see if s/he 
should remain in special 
education. 

Questi ons we should ask: 
¥ If the need is 

academic/learning-
based, what 
interventions were 
conducted? And what 
are the results? 

 
¥ If behavioral, is it 

developmental? 
 
¥ Is it a classroom 

management issue? 
 
 
 

Questi ons we should ask: 
 
¥ Who makes up this team? 
 
¥ Do they know this child?  
   If not, who does? 
 
¥ Are the parents a part of this 

process? 
 
¥ Are there cultural issues we 

are not considering? 
 
¥ How did the child respond to 

interventions? Are there other 
interventions to try? And 
how do we support teacher in 
conducting interventions? 

Questi ons we should ask: 
 
¥ What is the nature of 

the evaluation? 
 
¥ Is the assessment 

culturally appropriate? 
 
¥ Were the instructional 

intervention services 
appropriate?  Enough? 

 
¥ Can we discount lack of 

adequate/appropriate 
instruction as a 
contributing factor? 

 

Questi ons we should ask: 
¥ Are teachers following 

what is written in the 
IEP? 

¥ Are teachers discussing 
how the IEP is working 
for the child? 

¥ What is the exit plan? 

Questi ons we should ask: 
 
¥ Did the student make 

important gains in learning? 
 
¥ How can we help this child 

achieve? 
 
¥ Would a less restrictive 

environment be more 
appropriate given 
changes/progress? 

 
¥ Can we de-classify this child? 

If de-classifying, are there 
instructional supports for 
teachers to understand de-
classification process of child? 


